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to hold out against the creditor, keep his estate by
violence, and make him accept of a small part of it,
when the debtor has a larger part in his power, and
is able to give it, this is not honest and conscienti-
ous ; but it is still worse to do this, and at the same
time to declare that it is the utmost the debtor can
do ; because it is not true, and is adding falsehood to
the other injustice.

Thus, I think, I have stated the case clearly for
the conduct of the debtor ; and, indeed, this way of
laying all before the creditors, and putting it into
their choice, seems a very happy method for the
comfort of the debtor, cast down and dejected with
the weight of his circumstances; and, it may be,
with the reproaches of his own conscience too, that
he has not done honestly in running out the effects
of his creditors, and making other families suffer by
him, and, perhaps, poor families too; I say, this
way of giving up all, with an honest and sincere
desire to make all the satisfaction he is able to his
creditors, greatly heals the breach in his peace,
which his circumstances had made before ; for, by
now doing all that is in his power, he makes all pos-
sible amends for what is past; I mean, as to men ;
and they are induced, by this open frank usage, to
give him the reward of his honesty, and freely for-
give him the rest of the debt.

In short, if the debtor is able to pay one shilling
more than he offers, it is a cheat, a palpable fraud,
and of so much he actually robs his creditor; but
in a surrender the case is altered in all parts; the
debtor says to his creditors, Gentlemen, there is a full
and faithful account of all I have left; it is your
own, and there it is ; I am ready to put it into your
hands, or into the hands of whomsoever you shall ap-
point to receive it, and to lie at your mercy. This
is all the man is able to do, and therefore is so far